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IN THE DRIVERôS SEAT 
The Arizona State Samboree, Red, White & Blue:  United We Stand, has been successfully celebrated 
this year.  The work of so many of you resulted in a great time for all of those persons who took the time 
and joined us at the Pinal County Fairgrounds.  I have received many positive comments from a number 
of our participants.  The credit for the success of this effort goes directly to the Arizona State Staff and 

the many Arizona Chapter and Out-of-State volunteers who worked on this project.  Have you considered what is needed 
to pull all of our diverse efforts together and put on a rally of this type?   
  
First, there is the need for support from the field.  That means you, the leaders out there within each Arizona chapter.  You 
help to fill the jobs here on staff by grooming likely candidates to step up and take on chapter offices.  You encourage 
chapter members to volunteer to help out in various ways within the chapter.  When there are staff openings, those that 
you have encouraged take on new jobs and growth opportunities.  You make a commitment to support your state organi-
zation by ensuring attendance at the three state meetings and the Samboree.  During the Samboree, we can count on 
you to volunteer and help where ever needed. 
   
Second, there is the need for people willing to give of themselves for the benefit of others.  All of our positions on staff are 
unpaid volunteer jobs.  The same goes for all of our non-staff volunteers.  Often, especially during Samboree time, many 
of us put in 40+ hours doing our respective tasks.  Iôve estimated that during Samboree week alone, over 3,000 person 
hours are donated.  The compensation received by some does not come close to paying equitably for the work that is 
done joyfully and voluntarily by all.  In fact, many of those who do receive small amounts of reimbursement have donated 
those sums back to the organization to help offset our current budget shortfalls. 
 
Third, there is the need for continued excellence in what we do and how we do it.  We must always remain focused on 
what makes up a good event.  We must strive to do our tasks with the Samboree attendees in mind.  Even when times 
are tough and the number of attendees falls short of hope and expectation, we still must put on a good show.  A success-
ful Samboree is our goal.  That is our charter, our reason for being.  Based upon our past performance, it is what you can 
expect every year.   
 
And finally, we need encouragement from you to keep on doing what we are doing.  How does that happen?  It happens 
when you attend the state meetings, when you take the time to participate in the organization and let us know how you 
feel about what we are doing.   
 
I hope that you will join with us next year for our ñRoaring Twentiesò Samboree in 2009.  You will see similar levels of 
commitment and dedication from your staff and from our many volunteers as we move ahead with our plans.  We know 
that we will have a lot of fun putting together some new and exciting events for your pleasure.  The only area that is uncer-
tain is the weather.  Weôve had two wonderful years with no rain.  What do you think?  Will we have a third year with blue 
skies and dry feet?   You know that we will have a lot of prayers going forward in that regard from our able chaplain.  As 
they used to say on radio in the old days, ñStay tuned to find out how it all turns out.ò   
 
Jim and I wish you safe travels this summer and we look forward to seeing you in October. 

 

Joan & Jim Burtrum, Arizona State Directors  
 

 

Welcome new members  
4 Seasons Sams 

Cheryl Crane 
Jerry Wagner & Betha Mueller 
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED 
 
The Arizona State Good Sam Organization is pleased to announce the 2008 recipient of the State Scholarship Fund 
award.  Upon verification of scholastic standing, Timothy Beedle will be honored with our second Scholarship award going 
to the school he is attending.  Timothy is the grandson of James A. Hill, who is a member of the Arizona Sunrise Sams.  
Congratulations are in order for all.  Additional details will be provided in our November issue of the Mile Post.  
 
 

A TIME FOR DECISIONS 
By Janice Cooper, Chaplain 
 
We  just  completed  a  meaningful  and moving week at the Samboree  "2008."    
Our  theme "UNITED WE STAND" Red, White & Blue was received very well by all who attended.   
It was most colorful especially at our theme parade on Friday.  Sunday Memorial Service was also 
 very moving as we read the names of those  who had passed away this past year.  We honored all members of the 
armed forces both here & abroad.  I have heard only positive remarks on our release of the red, white & blue balloons this 
year.  We watched as they soared upward & out of sight.  We hope to continue this tradition another year.  Thank you to 
all who attended and/or took part in any way. 
  
We pray for a true and lasting peace to come to this world.  We ask you to bless the women and men who are protecting 
our freedoms and helping to spread democracy and the blessings of freedom to other parts of the world. 
.                

IN MEMORY OF 
 

 Retreads      Sid Henteleffééééé February 2008 
       Don Gorhaméééé..March 18, 2008 
 
 Salt River Gadabouts   Barry Moeéééééé February 27, 2008 
 
 Yavapai Sams    Don Gifford ééééé. March 2008 

  

YOUR STATE STAFF 

 

State Director       Joan & (Jim) Burtrum 2805 Potter Ave., Kingman AZ 86409 (928) 757-8072 jiburtrum@citlink.net 

Treasurer          Don & Margie Murrow          8601 N. 71
st
 Av, #91; Glendale AZ  85301; (623) 847-7869  damrvrs@msn.com 

Secretary Linda Luna   1804 W. Tepee St, Lot 2; Apache Junction AZ  85220 (651) 283-4899    lunatique@comcast.net 

Registrar               Joyce Anderson    561 S. 34
th

 Place, Mesa AZ 85204  (480) 807-6066  joyceinmesa@yahoo.com 

ASD Southeast A  & Chaplain:     Janice & Frank Cooper 

ASD Southeast B  & Special Event Coordinator:  Jerry & Lou Floyd 

ASD Southwest:    Gene & Connie Bryant 

ASD Northwest   & Quartermaster:    Corky & Rosie Fuchsberger 

ASD Central Phoenix & Vendor Coordinator:  Jim & Jan Giebelhaus 

ASD West Phoenix:    Jim & Amy Houser 

ASD East Phoenix & Wagon Master:    Bruce & Fay Iles 

Assistant Wagon Master:    Bob & Linda Luna 

Samboree Transportation:    Bob & Linda Luna 

Samboree Sponsor Coordinators:    Ed & Judy McEdward 

Editor               Lou & (Millie) Holtz                3020 E. Main St., Mesa AZ 85213  (573) 337-0627  loumill@earthlink.net 

VACANT ï Need Your Help 

ASD (Assistant State Director) Northeast AZ 

 

Publication dates for the Arizona Milepost are:  February 5 - April  5 - November 5 
 News Deadlines are January 25, March 25 and October 25. 
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Chapter Capers  Our Adventures Jan. 26 to Mar. 25, 2008 

 
 

 
 

Spring has sprung and the desert is showing us its beauty of wildflowers and blooming desert shrubs.  It is time to get 
those RV's out on the road. 4 Season Sams Chapter members camp all year round so we have been "out there!"  
  
Our Chapter camped for the first time at Centennial Park, LaPaz County in Jan.  That is a nice park.  They have two golf 
courses within walking distance of the campsites.  One is a desert course and has no fee to play.  The other has grass 
and is maintained so there is a fee.  Both are nine hole courses. 
  
We welcomed new chapter members, Cheryl Crane and her pet "Pookie", Betha Mueller and Jerry Wagner and pets "Os-
car and Cody".  They all camped with us for the first time as chapter members.  WELCOME!! 
  
Pat Jasmann did a really nice job of making new booklets with our updated set of by-laws that reflected our recent ap-
proved changes.  Each Chapter member (rig) received one at our meeting.  Thanks Pat!! 
  
The Feb meeting was to be held in the Wickenburg area.  The recent rains and heavy rains predicated for our camping 
days resulted in a consensus to cancel the outing.  We are basically a boon-docking chapter and no one wanted to risk 
getting stuck in the mud! 
  
March we returned to the Congress area.  The Jasmann's were on a 48 day RV trip to New Zealand and Australia.  Cheryl 
Crane was spending her spring break from work camping with family members from Utah.  We missed all of them not be-
ing with us.  We are so anxious to hear the stories from the Jasmann's when they return. 
  
The campfires, games, and shared meals were enjoyed by all. 
 
    
 
Jan. 21 - 24 we camped South of Quartzsite, AZ. Ten rigs were there and one couple drove up for the meeting. As usual, 
we had good food and a great time with various games and visiting the "RV tent."  
 
Feb. 11 - 14 camp out was held at Oasis RV Park, Dateland, AZ with seven rigs present. We participated in a "Hog Maw" 
the RV park has annually. We all enjoyed the "new" (to us) tasty dish. Following the camp out, some of us went to proper-
ty out of Dateland a member of our chapter owns and more good food....and sprinkles.  
 
March saw five of our rigs at the Samboree in Casa Grande, AZ with one of them belonging to Gene and Connie Bryant, 
the Assistant State Director of Southwest AZ. Sorry to say, there would have been two additional couples, but they were 
unable to attend. Not due to poor health, thankfully. Our basket raffle was a success for our chapter along with the washer 
toss game. We encourage our members to participate in the Arizona Samboree along with other state Samborees.  
 
Our final camp out before Summer will be at Alamo Lake, April 14 -17. Looking forward to that camp out and more to 
come in the Fall. Happy camping!!  
 
 
 
 
The Arizona Burroôs February outing was supposed to be in Florence at the Rancho 
Sonora RV Park in Florence, AZ.  The threat of bad weather caused the group to abandon this spot for one on Lake Plea-
sant.  The weather was gorgeous and the view terrific.  A group of American Bald Eagles were also sharing the view of 
the lake and enjoying the wildlife and terrain but at the opposite end of the lake.    
 
March found the Burroôs at the Mountain View RV Park in Huachuca City, AZ.  Thursday nightôs arrival found members 
preparing for a weekend of fun.  Members were not disappointed.   There were card games, friendship gatherings, chatter 
sessions and food galore.   The historical sights of the area attracted a few members as did the garage sales in the area.   
To say members had a good time would be an understatement.      
   
  

4 SEASON SAMS by Roberta Rademacher 
 

ALMOST YUMAN SAMS by Ginny Martin 

ARIZONA BURROS by Lynda Schallman 
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Another Samboree has come and gone.  Four of our eight member rigs participated in the Red, White, and Blue, United 
We Stand festivities.  The Duck Pond at the County Fair was a big attraction again this year  and netted us a nice amount  
for our Chapter Charities.  We thank Ken and Gail Crompton, Bob and Betty Gibson, Ken and Marilee Ginoulis, and Bob & 
Doris Drust for their efforts in making this a memorable Samboree. 
 
New members are always welcome so if you qualify and would like to join a special group with a big appreciation for life, 
please contact us.  Every new dawn brings a wonderful chance to do what we can on that day! 

 
 

 
Our February campout found us in Cottonwood at the Verde Valley Fair Grounds. We had 12 rigs in at-
tendance including one guest rig. Several members went fishing at Dead Horse State Park and had very 
good luck. Our guest couple is new to Arizona so they toured the area taking in Sedona, Jerome, Prescott and of course 
the other towns in the Verde Valley while the rest of us played cards, practiced bean bag baseball and told tall tales.   
 
We had 10 rigs present at the Samboree including one guest rig. Remember those fish from Cottonwood? They showed 
up at the pot-luck we had on Wednesday night and they were delicious. Thank you Bob DeVaul, Howard Roberts and Jer-
ry Hobbs. Saturday we had 2 teams for bean bag baseball and even though neither team was an official winner we felt 
good about our efforts. All in all we enjoyed the Samboree. 
  
 
 

February campout was held at Cochise Terrace RV Park in Benson with 16 rigs, 1 drive-in and 2 guest rigs. Our guests 
were Eli and Barbara Kincaid, Alvin and Janie Brown, & Laverne McNamara; aunt of Susie Pierce. 
 
Weather was chilly, but on Friday we enjoyed a delicious breakfast prepared by the RV park staff, then on Saturday our 
own wonderful Catalina Sam chefs cooked spaghetti dinner and all the trimmings.  Our president, Vicky Tucker, con-
ducted the regular meeting on Sat. morning. Gene Vargas won the 50/50 drawings. 
 
Our monthly luncheon was held at the eastside Golden Corral. 
 
March campout was the State Samboree at the Pinal County Fairgrounds, with 8 rigs, 1 guest rig, J.D.& Linda Teller, and 
associate, Suzette Fleming. The attendance was down a lot but everyone seemed to have a good time.  We served the 
coffee and donuts on Sat. AM, what a great time we have, we always enjoy working together and what a challenge be-
cause we are trying to give away all the donuts (the last day), I am sure Jerry Floyd wonders about us sometimes!  We all 
faired well with the door prizes, Vicky Tucker, Sue Deiter, Linda Teller and myself won, then Sue Deiter won at the Fair 
Night.  Sat. AM after our meeting, 3 carloads of us went to the Pinal-Gila County Senior Fair at Central AZ. College. We 
enjoyed the hand made crafts, entertainment, and delicious Indian Tacos. Sat. evening a few attended the Samboree din-
ner while others enjoyed cooking and eating together at their rigs. That evening we attended the Samboree entertainment 
with some of us ñkicking up our heelsò. Great job: Vicky and Millard!  
 
March luncheon was at Dennyôs. Next month, April, is our favorite campout ñLadies Dayò, Hooray! 
 
  
 
 

Winter was not kind to the Gila Mountain Sams.  Family, illness, and members moving took a terrible toll on our member-
ship.  We are looking forward to next winter, hoping things will be better. 
  
We had 4 rigs that were able to attend the Samboree.  They reported a good time and GOOD weather.  A short business 
meeting was held, and another get together is planned before the snow birds fly north. 
  
Now here's a thought: "a positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it 
worth the effort." 
  
Happy travels during the summer, we'll be in touch again in the fall. 
 
 
 

ARIZONA SUNRISE SAMS by Bob Fischer 

CATALINA SAMS by Darlene Cantino 

GILA MOUNTAIN SAMS by Joyce Mills 

ARIZONA SECOND CHANCE SAMS by Doris Drust 
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On February 11 we had several rigs leave Green Valley, AZ for Puerto Peñasco (Rocky Point) Mexico.  
We traveled to Why, AZ where we picked up some more rigs and had a total of 11 for the trip into 
Rocky Point. 
 
The accommodations were right on the Sea of Cortez and the weather pretty well cooperated with us.  
Got a little blustery and cool but all in all it was a great trip.  The on-site restaurant was spectacular, 
reasonably priced and the presentation was outstanding.  In fact the food looked so good you didnôt 
want to cut into it.   
 
We had a chance to buy lots of shrimp, scallops and other seafood at a local market and made a stop by a local artisan 
who makes seashell art.  His art is unbelievable and some is even hanging in the Vatican.  He has also presented some 
of his art to Janet Napolitano, Governor of Arizona. 
 
March 1-7 several rigs went to Laughlin, AZ.  The first night was spent in Parker AZ where dinner was had by the river 
and then the group played Mexican Train.  Then they went on to Laughlin.  Side trips were made to Oatman, AZ and did a 
tour of the town and learned the history of the mining days.   There was a narrated river cruise, a comedy show, car exhi-
bit at the Riverside resort, and the museum in Bullhead City.  Dinner was had at local restaurants a couple of nights and 
last but not least did some shopping at the Outlet Mall. 
 
Our next campout is scheduled for May to Silver City, NM and then in June our BIG trek to Yellowstone and points north. 
 
What with fuel prices doing their thing, weôre looking for more ñbang for the buckò and will keep you posted.  Thatôs all for 
now. 
 
 
 

The Horseless Carriage Gang was well represented at the Samboree with all but one of our rigs present.  We also en-
joyed having several friends and family members join us at the Samboree and attend events there with us.  Our participa-
tion not only provided us with a lot of fun and companionship with other chapters but also with awards:  Horseless Car-
riage Bean Bag Baseball team came in 2

nd
 in the winnerôs bracket.  Connie Heiden and Abby came in first in the Dog 

Show Look-a-Like contest, and Billie Fugate won a first and second ribbon for her gourds at the Art and Crafts Show. 
 
While at the Samboree we also had booths at the vendor area and the carnival.  Money raised there will go to our charity, 
Sunshine Acres Childrensô Home in Gilbert.  The booths and games also gave us an opportunity to meet folks not asso-
ciated with chapters and we are looking forward to camping with some of them next fall. 
 
Prior to the Samboree our last campout of the season was in February at Usery Mountain Regional Park north of Mesa.  
On our February outing, we usually stay near the Phoenix metro area so that some of our members who are no longer 
able to do regular camping can join us.  We usually do lunch and games and enjoy their company for the day. 
 

JACKRABBIT SAMS by June Mueller 

 
Boy!  What a camping season we have had.  A lot of windy, rainy, dusty camp-outs. February was 
no exception, although weather predictions were for warm days.  Gardner Canyon was our destination and ele-
ven rigs arrived by Thursday, February 13, even though there were 40 mile per hour winds.  By evening we heard on the 
radio that a cold front was coming in.  We were about 5-7 miles into the Canyon at Fish Canyon.  Friday morning the 
wind and rain came and by 9:00 a.m. there was a blizzard of snow which lasted more than an hour.  Slippery mud and 
the snow sent everyone scurrying out of the area.  We all managed to arrive home safely. 
 
Four rigs went to the Samboree in March.  At the Opening Ceremonies, our chapter was recognized as being active for 
20 years.  Howard Bruno, who started our chapter has given up RVing and was not present, but Herman & Barbara Car-
rillo, Bob & Alice Manning, Jay Towsler & Evelyn Pate, plus Mike & Maria Sanford represented our group.  For the 
Theme Dress-Up, Mike and Maria Sanford came in 2

nd
 place ï ñUnited We Stand.ò 

 
Well, we will give camping another try for March.  It canôt get any worse, weatherwise.  We will be going to the Fair-
grounds in Safford.  April has not yet been decided. 
 

GREEN VALLEY ROADRUNNERS by Hal Jewell 

HORSELESS CARRIAGE GANG by Jim Fugate 
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Our January campout was scheduled to be at Quartzsite, hosted by Corky and Rosie Fuchsberger, but due to a lot of 
sickness in our group, only 4 rigs were able to come. 

February's campout was at the AVI casino campground, hosted by Calvin Gabby and Lorraine Haldeman with 7 rigs in 
attendance. The weather was great and only on Wednesday was the weather a bit iffy! Had some thunder showers, but of 
course the casino is a great place to eat and be out of the storm!  

March was a trip to one of our favorites, Burro Creek campground. The hosts were supposed to be Ron and Ellen Kiefer, 
but due to illness and doctor's appointments, they were unable to attend. Arno (our PREZ!) and Vera Gates, were kind 
enough to take over the campout, and Vera cooked corned beef, potatoes and cabbage for our main meal Monday even-
ing, (we had lots of leftovers the next night too!). It was the most beautiful weather, cool at night and warm and breezy 
during the day. I (Karen the secretary) spent a lot of time looking for rocks, mainly blue agate, which I had never heard of 
before. It kept me busy but I did find a few small pieces. It is very pretty pale blue. We had a great time, and didn't want to 
come home, but of course had to! 

Next month, our campout will be at Grand Canyon Caverns, another favorite place of ours. It will be hosted by our newest 
members, Jim and Martha Beck. They have a couple of great meals planned for us, and we can hardly wait! 
 
 
 
Members of the Recycled Sams were kept busy at the Samboree.  All are past or present State Staff and could be found 
behind the scenes or in the middle of all the activity and excitement.  A Ring Toss Game at the County Fair and the Scho-
larship Fundraiser kept many of them busy.  Also providing a few thrills  and lots of competition  was the Blindfold Rodeo. 
 
Getting involved takes some effort but brings huge rewards  and friendships and memories which turn into true treasures!  
We wish you many friends and memories this Summer! 
 
 
 
February we camped at High Desert Park in Black Canyon City  The Gorhams and the Bushaws were hosts.  Don Gor-
ham made his "delicious" pancakes for our breakfast Tuesday morning.  Sid and Mary Henteleff drove up and spent a 
fun card- playing day with us and even stayed for a steak cook-out. Sid's been homebound taking chemo treatments and 
it was so good to be able to get together with them again. Don Reese also drove in and surprised us for our potluck and 
some great fellowship. John and Ann Penksa stopped in for a few minutes with their two daughters as they were cele-
brating John's "85th" birthday.   
 
Friday night March 7th we'll meet with our Charter Member Fred Kent at the Elk's in Glendale for dinner.  March we 
camped at High Desert Park in Black Canyon City.  The Burks and the Skaggs were hosts, and cooked up some great 
breakfasts.  Edie Wanamaker treated us with her "famous" turkey soup one night, and we had a Pizza Party the next 
night.  Jim Kirby surprised us by putting together a slideshow CD of our campout events, and making a copy for each 
one of us.  We only had 3 rigs and a few drive-ins in attendance this campout, but 10 people can still have a lot of fun. 
We laugh and we cry together, we're close like family. 
 
Right now we have heavy hearts.....We Lost one of our Retreads, Sid Henteleff passed away just after we saw him last 
month. We are hoping that Mary will continue to come to our campouts and fellowship with us.  
 
(Pastor) Don Gorham who also camped with us last month was diagnosed with lung cancer a couple weeks after the 
campout. 
 
Billie Wirtz is also homebound diagnosed with cancer in two different areas and receiving chemo and radiation. Her hus-
band Joe is taking good care of her. Please keep these people and their families in your prayers, they all need strength 
to get through this difficult time. 
  
We lost Don Gorham March 18th to a three week battle with cancer. Don was the Arizona State Chaplain for the Good 
Sam Organization for many years. 
 

RECYCLED SAMS by Doris Drust 

MOHAVE ROAMING SAMS by Karen Dunlap 

RETREADS by Diane Bushaw 
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Our chapter has had some fantastic campouts, albeit a bit windy.  In January we were at Spirit Mountain hosted by Vera 
Chilton who is in her 90's.  Vera also beats us younger folks at most any kind of game, be it cards or dominos.   
 
February campout was at Davis Camp and hosted by Sharon & Larry Ridge.  We had, as always, very good times with 
excellent potlucks, Valentine Dinner in Laughlin and even went to a Comedy Show at the River Palms.  We are looking 
forward to our upcoming campouts in March at Distant Drums in Camp Verde, April will be in Pahrump and May at Blake 
Ranch near our home here in Kingman. 
 
 
 
 

Our February Campout was held at the Cave Creek Recreation Area where the weather was beautiful, the food more than 
plentiful and the company wonderful.  This was one of the largest campouts weôve had with 25 people attending, including 
guests Joyce Anderson, Gary & Louise Johnston and Jim & Sue Fair.  Trail Bosses, Bob & Linda Luna treated us to an 
outstanding time with special meals and a game of Casino style Blackjack.  It was especially fun because we didnôt have 
to spend any money, but many of us won a prize! 
 
We had another game of Bean Bag Baseball, but alas, the women went back to their losing ways.  Guys, we think you are 
GREAT! 
 
 
 
Sun Valley Sams had a good time at the AZ State Samboree; members won some prizes, earned some ribbons and met 
new friends. For Carnival Night, we had Putt Putt Golf and Quack Quack Toss thanks to Cal Boeldtôs carpentry. Our Past 
President, Joyce Anderson, won free registration at the New Mexico State Samboree and will represent us all there.  
 
Our campout schedule for this year is as follows: (subject to change for weather or whathaveyou!) 
April 17-20 ï Pinal West/Kortsen Park 
May 16-18 ï Houston Mesa, Payson 
June ï July ï August ï No campouts 
September 19-21 ï Houston Mesa, Payson 
October 17-19 ï Along Salt River near Saguaro Lake 
November 21-23 ï Pinal West/Kortsen Park  (Thanksgiving: Weber turkey roast) 
December 6 ï Christmas party at Landôs home 

 
Current projects include lap robes for VA Nursing Home residents and Dogs for the Deaf. 
 
We welcome new members at any time. Current members are from the Phoenix area and 
Maricopa. We would like to have more members from the Maricopa/Casa Grande area as 
well as metro Phoenix. Join us! 
 
 
  
 
 

 
Our February campout was at Pato Blanco RV Park in Benson with six rigs present.  Dinner out one night, a great break-
fast provided by the host members, and our usual outstanding potluck, games and sight seeing made for a very enjoyable 
outing.  
 
The Arizona State Samboree in March was attended by 9 rigs from our chapter.  Our entry in the Theme parade, with all  
members taking part, won second prize.         
 
We again participated in the Samboree by manning the walk-in gates. 
 
 
 

ROUTE 66 SAMS by Carol Leiter 

SALT RIVER GADABOUTS by Annie Olsen 

SUN VALLEY SAMS by Lucy Akers 

TUCSONôS SUNNY SAMS by Chuck Brumfield 


